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As we reflect on another incredible year, I am filled
with gratitude for the community that makes
Artisphere possible.

For the 22nd year, artists, volunteers, sponsors,
attendees, and supporters came together to
celebrate the power of art in the heart of Greenville.
Through visual art, music, culinary experiences, and
activities for all ages, Artisphere created
opportunities to experience, discover, and 
connect through the arts.

Artisphere is more than an annual event—it is a
celebration that supports artists, strengthens our
community, and brings people together. Serving 
as Board Chair has been a true privilege, and I am
grateful to everyone who continues to make this 
work possible.

Thank you for believing in Artisphere and helping us
inspire, engage, and enrich our community. Here's to
another year of creating together!

Together, We Create 

MICHELLE SEAVER
2025-2026 CHAIR

A Community That Chooses the Arts

KERRY MURPHY
PRESIDENT & CEO

Every year, Artisphere reminds us what happens when
a community embraces the arts as a cornerstone of
who we are. This festival is more than a weekend. It’s
a celebration of the spirit that makes Greenville feel
like home.

Tens of thousands of guests filled our streets this
year, bringing energy that lifted our artists, our
businesses, and our city. The festival’s economic
impact reached well beyond the footprint — into
restaurants, hotels, shops, and the many local
businesses that help us bring Artisphere to life. It’s a
major undertaking, and Greenville always rises to
meet the moment.

And none of this happens without you. To our
sponsors, donors, partners, volunteers, and guests —
thank you. Your generosity, your enthusiasm, and your
belief in Artisphere make everything possible.
Because of you, the arts continue to thrive in
Greenville. Because of you, our festival shines.

We are deeply grateful to share this year with you.
Here’s to the artists, the community, and everyone
who makes Artisphere extraordinary.



$17M

$93K

540 LOCAL

Attendees
(31% Visitors)

Economic Impact

Reinvested in Community Support

Visual and Performing Artists

85K 

Artisphere proudly reinvested $93,000 in the community through
artist stipends, awards, and scholarships and support for local

arts organizations and nonprofits. These investments help create
opportunities, strengthen our creative community, and keep the

arts accessible and thriving in the Upstate.

Bringing more than art to Greenville, Artisphere brings visitors
who support local businesses and generate economic activity

throughout the community and surrounding region. Helping
strengthen Greenville’s economy while showcasing our city 

as a vibrant destination.

From the Main Stage to Artist Row and everything in
between, Artisphere creates meaningful opportunities for

local artists to showcase their talent, reach new audiences,
and grow their careers. By putting local talent in the

spotlight, we help strengthen the creative community that
makes Greenville such a vibrant place to live.

More than 85,000 people came together to celebrate art, artists,
and community in downtown Greenville. We’re grateful to everyone

who made this year one to remember.





For the 2026 festival, 140 artists were selected from an applicant pool of 1,063 to exhibit on Artist Row.
This year, there were 43 first-time exhibitors!

Curating Excellence

Celebrating Mastery

Amy Curlee
Visual Arts Director at CherryArts 
Denver, Colorado

Josiah Golson
Founder and Director of the 800 Collective,
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Libby Hodgkins
Founder of Kind History, jewelry designer, and
creative storyteller based in Savannah, Georgia

Kevin Kao
Sculptor, ceramic artist, and professor at Furman
University from Greenville, South Carolina

Kelly McSharry
Artisphere Visual Arts Chair, 
Greenville, SC

Marisa White
Artisphere 2025 
1  Place 2D Award-Winnerst

Best in Show 
Signe & Genna Grushovenko | Oil Painting |
Greenville, SC

1st Place 2D
Clifton Henri | Photography | Chicago, IL
 
2nd Place 2D
Lisa Telling Kattenbraker | Fiber | Olympia, WA
 
1st Place 3D
Robert Varela | Metalworks | St. Louis, MO 

2nd Place 3D
Nicario Jimenez | Mixed Media 3D | Naples, FL

Best in Show 
Hamed Mahmoodi | Acrylic Painting | Greenville, SC
 
2nd Place 
Martha McLeod | Acrylic Painting | Greenville, SC
 
3rd Place 
Barbara Naum | Oil Painting | Greenville, SC 

Award of Excellence
Jose Perez | Painting | Greenville, SC

Amanda Outcalt | Printmaking | Washington, DC

Jeribai Andrew Jaja | Drawing |  Houston, TX

Bashar & Roula Jarjour | Ceramics | Shippensburg, PA

LJ EIdolon | Digital Art | Johns Island, SC

Award of Excellence:
JURY PANEL

AWARD WINNERS

ARTISTS OF THE UPSTATE AWARD WINNERS



Prisma Health’s “Hope Forward” 
Community Mural reflects resilience,
connection and hope
During Artisphere 2026, Prisma Health invited festivalgoers to
become part of a community mural led by Fine Arts Center
graduate and Atlanta-based artist William Downs.

A nationally exhibited contemporary artist whose work spans
drawing, painting, printmaking, and installation, Downs brought a
thoughtful, layered approach to storytelling. His work often
explores ideas of community, identity, and connection—making
him a natural partner for an activation centered on hope.

Throughout the festival weekend, visitors of all ages could add
their own mark to the mural, turning individual contributions into
a larger, shared work of art. What began as a blank canvas
evolved throughout the weekend as hundreds of people added
color, shapes, patterns, and personal touches. Each contribution
became part of a collective expression—demonstrating how
individual voices can come together to create something
meaningful and beautiful.

The activation used art as a way to open the door to an
important conversation about mental health. Hope Forward
highlighted Prisma Health’s vision for expanded behavioral health
services, including a new inpatient facility designed as a healing,
holistic environment for adults, adolescents, and children.

The result was more than a community mural. It was a visual
reminder that we all have a role to play in creating a healthier,
more connected community. Every contribution helped tell a
larger story about belonging and the belief that no one should
have to navigate mental health challenges alone.

Through this collaboration, Artisphere and Prisma Health 
brought together two powerful forces, the arts and community
connection, to create a meaningful experience that encouraged
conversation and inspired hope.

“Creating this mural with the people of Greenville, where I was
born, during Artisphere gave me the chance to bring art and
community together. Working alongside the public to create a
shared image for the Prisma Health clinic made the mural more
than a work of art. It became a reflection of the community's
people, stories, and collective spirit.

- William Downs, Muralist



“

“Getting to speak with the artists to hear their individual
stories. They were so excited to have been chosen 
for Artisphere!”

- Patron, South Carolina, on what makes Artisphere special

“What has always stood out to me is how much the
community and the organizers genuinely care about the
artists. The hospitality is exceptional. From breakfast to
lunch and dinner, they make sure you're well taken care
of throughout the weekend. It's rare to find that level of
support at an art festival. When artists feel cared for, they
can bring their best to the show, and I think that creates a
better experience for everyone.

- Jeribai Andrew-Jaja, Mixed Media Artist, Houston, TX

The DIVERSE and HIGH QUALITY art is what sets
it apart from so many other typical community
festivals. Love that artists come in from out of
state, and it draws us in as well.”

-First-Time Patron, North Carolina, on what makes Artisphere   
  worth the trip

In Their Words
Artisphere is made possible by the people who show up, share in the
experience, and make it their own. Here’s a glimpse of what our
community had to say about this year’s festival.





Lisa lives and works in Olympia, WA, creating narrative
batiks inspired by her experiences, family, and
memories. Drawing from her past, ancestors, and roles
as a mother and grandmother, she literally sews stories
together with ancestral threads.

Her imagery, patterns, and faceless figures explore the
emotional landscapes we share while inviting viewers to
bring their own stories to the work—sparking
conversation and connection.

Primarily self-taught, Lisa has worked with batik for
more than 30 years, pushing the boundaries of the
medium from craft into fine art. Inspired by her creative
parents and a childhood surrounded by fabric, design, 

and making, batik became a natural medium for 
her storytelling.

“I'm beyond honored- it was such a special surprise to
be chosen. And to have this image chosen-in this time,
for this show, and on the weekend of Mother’s Day... 
is specifically special to me. It's a bittersweet day for
many- and for so many different reasons. I love that
someone found something special in this piece and
brought it out.”

Lisa Telling Kattenbraker on being selected as the 2026 Artisphere
Commemorative Poster Artist

About the Commemorative Poster Artist, Lisa Telling Kattenbraker 

The Art of Opportunity

From “That’s DOPE!” to “Your work makes me cry,”
I went into Artisphere this past weekend with no
expectations — and what I received was more
than I ever could have asked for.

To think that people followed my work online 
and then came to purchase pieces in person at
the show absolutely blows my mind in the best
possible way. It’s something I don’t think I’ll ever
stop being grateful for. That kind of energy is 
truly priceless.

I think for most artists, we create work because 
we love it — but sharing it publicly is a completely
different kind of vulnerability. To place something

so personal in front of such a wide and diverse
audience and then discover that it resonates
deeply with others… There really are no words 
for that feeling.

Thank you to everyone who stopped by, shared
kind words, connected with my work, supported 
my art, or simply shared a moment with me at
Artisphere. My heart is so full.

Emerging Festival Artist, Jenny Foley, calls the energy of Artisphere “priceless”

2026 Emerging Festival Artist Scholarship recipient Jenny Foley on her
experience at Artisphere. Source: blog post on www.jennyfo.com

Mothers, Sisters, Daughters by Lisa Telling Kattenbraker Emerging Artist, Jenny Foley

http://www.jennyfo.com/
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PRESENTED BY

Thank You to Our Sponsors



AFICIONADO

CONNOISSEUR

COLLECTOR



Judith Aughtry

The Bingham Garrick Williams Group - 

The Baird Family Wealth Advisors

Bruce & Mary Margaret Bannister 

Bannister Wyatt & Stalvey LLC

David & Ginnie Beard

BlueCross BlueShield of SC

Bon Secours St. Francis Health System

Ann Bryan

Centennial American Properties

Michael & Ann Chengrian

Cherry Bekaert Advisory

William & Marion Crawford

Sheila Davis

Dogwood State Bank

Dority & Manning

Elizabeth Dubose & Stan Healy

Find Great People

First Citizens

Carla & Mitch Norville

Park National Bank

Red Bullet Development

Sidney Pearce

Cheri Phyfer

Brooks & Lenna Quinn

Steve & Sue Sabin

David & Michelle Seaver

STM Development

SouthState Bank

Ed & Anne Stein

Joseph & Donna Sullivan

Erin Swann

The Beach Company

Truist

Vessel

Wyche

Young Office

First Horizon, Phil & Sara Gregory

Halls Chophouse

Harper Construction

William & Joan Herlong

HomeTrust Bank

Earle & Margaret Hungerford

Leslie & Greg Ingram

Kim Kent

Koss Olinger

KW Beverage

Jeff & Mary Lawson

Marsh McLennon

Bill & Anne Masters

Mavin Construction

Maynard Nexsen

Marcus & Dana McCall

Dwight & Seana McPherson

Metal Chem

Ameris

Art & Light Gallery

Sarah & Ryan Beasley

Steve Brandt

Lance & CeCe Burnett

Brad & Kathy Campbell

Christophillis & Gallivan

Scott & Susan Clark

Rusty & Maura Copsey

Charles & Libby Dalton

Rick & Katherine Davis

John & Sunnie DeWorken

DP3 Architects

Stephen Edgerton

Encore Bank

Alan Ethridge

Chris & Kathy Fincher

Vince & Suzanne Foody

Chris & Amanda Fowler

Tom & Eva Fox

Meredith Green

Greyrock Accounting

Christopher Hanson & Blake Hoffman

Dixon & Jennifer Harrill

Chris & Virginia Hayes

Peter & Jean Helwing

Reid & Brice Hipp

Cliff & Megan Holekamp

Henry & Jamie Horowitz

Katie Shaw Howell

Hughes Agency

David & Hillary Hurst

Jared & Ariadna Kelowitz

Kottkomm

Jeb & Anna Maloney

Markalunas Architecture +

Design

Marsh Bell

Sharon Martin & David Howell

BENEFACTORS

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE



Carol Aston

AT&T

Felicia Baca

Bank of Travelers Rest

James & Kelley Barnhardt

Joe & Claire Blake

Peter & Gregorie Bylenga

Steve & Kris Cassell

Bob DiBella & Carol Savage

Frontline Brewing

Blain Hart & Andi Dorfman

Allison & Shawn Drew

Littlejohn Portable Toilets

Wharton Equity Partners

Amy Vanderwerff

Mack & Jennifer Whittle

Younts Properties 

Proforma Imageprint

Redhype Creative Marketing Agency

Lawrence Lay

Ryan Mosier

Mary Lillian Reed & Scott Moss

The Powerly Agency

TJ & Jerry Saad

Doug & April Stambaugh

Truliant

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE

FRIENDS OF ARTISPHERE

Arch & Sara Thomason
Chuck & Sherri Timmons
John & Courtney Warren
Watson Fowler Law
Cary & Gage Weekes
Westin Poinsett Hotel
Mayor Knox White
Jimmy & Kathy Wilson
David & Wendy Wilson
Ed & Susan Zeigler 

Jennifer Mazo

Jon & Jennifer McClure

Scott & Beth McMillan

Kelly & Brian McSharry

Adela Mendoza

Max & Cindy Metcalf

Charlie & Rachelle Mickel

Will & Reid Murphy

Bob & Christie Nachman

Patrick & Lynn O’Dell

Kelly & Katherine Odom

Henry & Lillian Parr

Jack & Cindy Platin

Kyle & Cheyenne Putnam

Tim & Susan Reed

Rush Wilson Limited

Steve & Liz Seman

Clarence & Arteka Sevillian

Hal & Minor Shaw

Paul & Precia Shaw

Laura Sippey

Stanley Steemers

Tod Tappert & Jack Gallagher

Ron & Sherry Tate



Artisphere is a Community Effort: Our Production Partners

Alice Raterree
Aloft
Art & Light Gallery
Audio Solutions
Bennetts Frame & Art Express
Bike Walk Greenville
Bold Leadership
Boy Scout Troop 266
Bravo 1 Security
BreakThru Beverage
CB Events
Califas
Chelsey Ashford Photography
City of Greenville
Common Pops
Community Journals
Contemporary Print Collective
Courtyard Marriott Downtown
Creative Ironworks
Dapper Inc.
Diversified Electronics
Engenius
The Fine Arts Center
Fluor Field
Friends of the Reedy River
Garret’s Golf Carts
Graphic Cow
Greenville Center for the 
   Creative Arts 
Greenville Chinese 
   Culture Association

Greenville Concert Band
Greenville County
Greenville Drive
Greenville Fire Department
Greenville Journal
The Greenville News
Greenville Operations
Greenville Police Department
Greenville Public Works
Hollowed Earth
High Spirits Hospitality
HighHive
Honest Scoop
Homewood Suites
Hyatt Place
Hyatt Regency
iHeart
Indexx
Judson Mill
LAMAR
Latin Flazorz
Local Pie
Local iQ
Marmon Ice
Methodical Coffee
MinuteMan Press
Palmetto Solutions
Palmetto Statesmen
Parking - Carl Sobocinski
Parking LLC

Parking on Main
Pepsi
Perses Indian Grill
Post & Courier
Printek
Professional Party Rentals
Recraft 
Roylco
Ridge Media
SC Governor’s School for the   
   Arts & Humanities
Second Presbyterian Church
Social Latitude
SOCIETY Sandwich Bar & 
   Social Club
Southern Crown Beverage
Special Events
St. Clair Signs 
StarMarkers Dance Company
TPM
Uptown Catering
Visit Greenville SC
Vocal Matrix
Walts Waltz
White Wine & Butter
Zen

and so many more! 

From artists and performers to production partners, local businesses, volunteers, and community
organizations, so many people come together behind the scenes to make Artisphere possible.
Their time, talent, expertise, and support help transform downtown Greenville into a vibrant
celebration of art, culture, and connection each May. 



KERRY MURPHY
PRESIDENT AND CEO

ROBIN AIKEN
DIRECTOR OF VISUAL ARTS PROGRAMS

ALLISON DREW
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

IZZY DOERING
COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGIST

OUR TEAM 

ARTISPHERE’S NEW ADDRESS  

Cedric Adderley
SC Governor’s School for 
the Arts & Humanities

Judith Aughtry
Community Volunteer

Mary Margaret Bannnister
Community Volunteer

Sarah Beasley
Sealevel Systems

Jonathan Brashier
VisitGreenvilleSC

Brad Campbell
Campbell Consulting

Jessica Christophillis
Christophillis & Gallivan

William Crawford
Pacolet Milliken

Sunnie DeWorken
LobbySC

Alan Ethridge
Metropolitan Arts Council

Chris Fincher
First Horizon

Amanda Fowler
GE Vernova

Meredith Green
Furman University

Megan Holekamp
Community Volunteer

Jared Kelowitz
The Capital Corporation

Kim Kent
Kentwool

Kelly McSharry
Community Volunteer

Adela Mendoza
Hispanic Alliance

Cindy Metcalf
Coldwell Banker Caine

Bob Morris
The Community Foundation

William Murphy
Wells Fargo

Katherine Odom
Bank of America

Kyle Putnam
Insignis Partners

Stephanie Rainey
Greenville County Museum of Art

Clarence Sevillian
Prisma Health

Laura Sippey
Community Volunteer

Jennifer Stilwell
Auro Hotels

Joe Sullivan
Retired, Sullivan Company

Sherri Timmons
Community Volunteer

John Warren
Warren Capital

Mayor Knox White
City of Greenville

Jimmy Wilson
Pinestone Capital

Wendy Wilson
Community Volunteer

Ed Zeigler
Craig Gaulden Davis

Michelle Seaver, United Community
CHAIR             

Stephen Edgerton, Coldwell Banker Caine
VICE CHAIR

Sunnie DeWorken
SECRETARY 

Scott Clark, The Peace Center
TREASURER

Henry Parr, Wyche
GENERAL COUNSEL

Jennifer McClure, Michelin North America
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR

Henry Horowitz, Oxford Capital Partners, LLC.
CHAIR EMERITUS & FOUNDER

OUR BOARD

Engage, inspire, and enrich our diverse
community by celebrating the arts. 

Our Vision

Create a nationally recognized fine arts
festival that enhances quality of life and
economic vitality in South Carolina.

135 S Main St. #301, Greenville SC. 29601

Our Mission

 All Photography by Chelsey Ashford Photography



Scan to watch our 
2026 Impact Video

May 7-9, 2027

Scan here for the 2026 
Festival Photo Gallery

Art is better together—let’s stay connected! 

OUR NEW ADDRESS  

135 S Main St. #301,
Greenville SC. 29601
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